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A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages 


Smothers Tape Six More Shows 


The sixth Smothers Brothers television show—the final one 
in the current series—was taped on Nov. 11 and is scheduled to 
be shown on CBS on Thanksgiving night, Thursday, Nov. 24, at 
8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific time. (Check your local listings for the 
latest information.) 

That’s the good news. The bad news is it will be shown op- 
posite “Cosby” and the movie “Mary Poppins.” But Tom 
Smothers is thinking positive. “They can’t bury The Yo- Yo 
Man!” he told YYT. 

This episode will feature the new Yo-Yo Man song, “I Want 
to Be Like the Yo-Yo Man,” written and sung by the Smothers’ 
pianist, Michael Priddy, and will feature a choreographed ex- 
travaganza of 15 dancers performing in time to the music. 

*Eventually we plan to put it out as a video for MTV and 
VH-1 (Video Hits-1) some time before the end of the year,” 
Tom said. 

Show number one in this current “Smothers Brothers” 
series, featuring Harvey Lowe, aired in mid-October. CBS has 
not yet set an air date for the remaining four shows. They will 
probably air in early 1989. 


Write Your Local CBS Affiliate Today! 


Have you written your letter to your local CBS affiliate, 
strongly encouraging them to keep “The Smothers Brothers 
Comedy Hour” on the air? Every letter helps—and, indeed, an 
organized letter-writing campaign is perhaps the only way that 
enthusiastic viewers can help assure that the networks produce 
and air the type of programming we enjoy. 

So, get out your pens, typewriters and word processors and 
write a letter to your local CBS affiliate, telling them how much 
you like “The Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour” and 
asking them to bring it back on the air as aregular, weekly fea- 
ture. You can find the phone number of your local affiliate in 
the phone book; call them and ask for their mailing address. 

Write today. CBS needs yo’ input! 


Planning Continues for 
First International Yo-Yo Conference 


Plans continue for the First International Yo- Yo Convention 
and Yo-lympics next summer, sponsored by Yo-Yo Times 
newsletter and announced in our previous issue. The con- 
ference is set for July or early August, 1989, at or near Dis- 
neyland in Anaheim, Calif. Exact dates and location will be an- 
nounced later. We are attempting to pick dates that will allow 
the Smothers Brothers to appear. We are also exploring the idea 
of sharing the event with an outside corporate sponsor. 

The Yo-lympics will answer the long-debated question, 
“Who is the World Champion Yo-Yoer?” The preliminary com- 
petition will be open to anyone attending the conference. 

Also, look for sessions on a wide variety of fascinating yo- 
yo topics. We’ll keep you posted, and we invite your ideas. 
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Write us at The First International Yo- Yo Convention and Yo- 
lympics, Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 3190, Oakton, VA 22124. See 
yo’ there! 


Give a Yo-Yo for Christmas 
or Hanukkah This Year 


Looking for a fun gift for the holiday season this year? 
Here’s a round-up of some of the most popular yo-yos on the 
market today: 

Duncan Yo-Yos. The best-selling yo-yo of all times is the 
Duncan Imperial. When we were kids, you could buy them for 
a quarter or less—and they were made of wood. Today they’re 
made of high-quality plastic, but in some ways plastic is better 
than wood, especially for beginners. Plastic is less expensive to 
make, and it can take bumps and scrapes that would tear 
wooden yo-yos to shreds. 

The Duncan Imperial lists from about $2 or $2.50. If you’re 
trying to master string tricks, you might also want to get a Dun- 
can Butterfly yo-yo; same price. 

If you don’t have one yet, the Duncan Trick Book is avail- 
able for $1 postpaid from Duncan Toys Inc., P.O. Box 165, 
Baraboo, WI 53913. Strings come in a package of eight for a 
dollar. The new Duncan Yo-Yo Video featuring Tom Parks is 
available from the same address for $17.95 + $3.00 shipping 
and handling. You can also order the tape by phoning 1-800- 
345-4700. 

Playmax Inc. Don Duncan, the son of the founder of Dun- 
can Yo-Yos, is no longer connected with the company that 
bears his family name, but he remains active in the yo-yo busi- 
ness through his new company, Playmaxx Inc. (1665 E. 18th 
St., Suite 207, Tucson, AZ 85719, 602/623-9981). 

The plastic Playmaxx Pro-Yo concentrates the bulk of its 
mass around the rim, thus ensuring a long-spinning yo-yo. It 
also features pop-out sides so the user can personalize the yo by 
inserting a favorite design or photograph. Look for the 
Playmaxx at your favorite quality toy store. The Playmaxx Vid- 
E-Yo instructional tape with Dale Oliver is $29.95 and includes 
two Pro- Yos, holsters and extra string. 

The Yo-Yo Man Yo-Yo/Hummingbird Toy Co. The offi- 
cial Tom Smothers Yo-Yo Man Yo-yo, made by Hummingbird 
Toy Co. should be available in your local K-Mart, Toys-R-Us, 
Target and (in the mid-West) Dayton-Hudson, as well as inde- 
pendent toy stores, Hummingbird owner Brad Countryman told 
us. (If your store doesn’t have them, ask the manager to order 
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them—or to order more, if they’re sold out.) 

“They’re selling very well,” Countryman said. 

The Yo-Yo Man Yo-yo is similar to the Hummingbird Star- 
burst, except that the Starburst “gets maybe an extra coat of 
paint,” Countryman said, and retails for about $4.50. The Yo- 
Yo Man Yo-Yo sells for about $3.95 (prices may vary from 
store to store). 

The new Smothers Brothers Yo-Yo Man video is available 
for $10.95 (tape alone) or $11.95 (tape and an official Yo-Yo 
Man Yo-Yo). Use your credit card and call 1-800-331-6819 to 
order. 

“The Yomega Instructional Video” features company 
owners Len and Alan Amaral demonstrating how to operate 
“Yomega, the Yo-Yo with a Brain” (a centrifugal clutch brings 
the yo-yo automatically back to your hand as it nears the end of 
its spin). The video is available for $19.95 plus $2 shipping and 
handling from Yomega Corp., 1641 N. Main St., Fall River, 
MA 02720, 617/672-7399. 

Tom Kuhn Custom Yoyos markets a whole line of custom- 
made yo-yos with replaceable wooden axles. The most popular 
is the No Jive 3-in-1 Yoyo, which is available for $18 or two for 
$32. Add $2.50 postage and handling on all orders. Other 
models available include: The Silver Bullet ($40) plus a host of 
beautiful laser-carved wooden yo-yos. For the true yo-yo nut, 
you might consider a complete set of all 10 Kuhn models for 
$195. (Tom Kuhn Custom Yoyos, 2383 California St., San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94115, 415/921-8138.) 

Coming just in time for Christmas from ABZ Toys Inc. 
(ABZ Toys Inc., 5133 Coronado Ave., Oakland, CA 94618, 
415/658-9230.), YO? “for performance to the second power.” 
The all-black design yo-yo features black diffraction gratings 
on the sides that reflect the light while spinning. 

“Tt’s an understated design, a high-performance yo-yo” 
ABZ president Tony Costanza said. The wooden YO? model 
has holes drilled around the axle to give more of the weight 
around the outer perimeter. It also comes with extra string and a 
leather belt strap that is “similar in function but of higher grade 
leather than the Yo-Yo Pal,” ABZ’s standard model, which 
retails for $5.95, and features brightly colored, reflective laser 
disks on both sides. 

Compared to some of the other yo-yo companies, ABZ 
operates on a smaller scale. “I’m looking to sell maybe 5,000- 
10,000 yo-yos a month, not to sell zillions,” Costanza said. 

Unless you order by mail from the States, the only yo-yo 
you can find on the shelves in Canada are the models made by 
Canada Games, which holds the trademark on the word “yo- 
yo.” (In the U.S., the courts have held that the word “yo-yo” is 
generic.) The available models are all made of wood and loop 
very well. The Pro Yo- Yo retails for $3.99 (Canadian dollars) 
and comes in five colors. The Olympic Yo- Yo comes in two 
colors—black and white—and retails for $4.99. The Olympic 
model has a polished axle and has two extra coats of paint. Both 
wooden models are one piece and are made in Sweden especial- 
ly for Canada Games, 


TOM KUHN CUSTOM YO*YOs 


2383 CALIFORNIA STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115 (415) 921-8138 
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Also available: a Glow Yo-Yo that glows in the dark 
($3.99), and a Light-Up model ($4.99), which operates on two 
watch-size batteries that will provide about a year of service. 
The Official Yo-Yo Trick Book, which is a real gem for the 
price, is $1.49-$1.59 retail. 

A Yo-Yo Action Pak consisting of two Pro Yo-Yos, five 
strings and a trick book is available for $9.95 retail. (Canada 
Games Company Ltd., 61 Wildcat Rd., Downsview, Ontario, 
Canada M3J 2P5, 416/661-6203.) 

The Klutz Yo-Yo Book, which we profiled in our Spring 
1988 issue, is available in most popular book stores and has al- 
ready sold more than 60,000 copies, author John Cassidy told 
us. It includes a wooden yo-yo especially made for it by Hum- 
mingbird Toy Co. 

If you can’t find a copy in the store, you can purchase it 
directly from the publisher for $9.95 plus $1 shipping and han- 
dling. Write to: Klutz Press Inc., 2170 Staunton Ct., Palo Alto, 
CA 94306, 415/857-0888. 


Yo-Yos as Christmas Tree Ornaments 


What a neat idea! Phil Morin, who excels both as a yo-yoer 
and as a woodcarver (see the “Yo Brief” on him in the last issue 
of YYT ), recommends putting those colorful yo-yos in your col- 
lection to use this holiday season as decorations on your 
Christmas tree. Now, why didn’t we think of that? 


Don’t Forget String, Too 


What good is a yo-yo without string? You can buy yo-yo 
string from every yo-yo manufacturer, of course, but if you 
have a true yo-yo nut among your family or friends, what better 
gift than a lifetime supply of string! 

Lockport Assembly Co., which makes strings for most of 
the rest of the industry, will sell you a bundle of 1,000 strings 
for $32 plus $2.00 shipping and handling, prepaid. (That’s the 
minimum order they’ ll accept.) Write: Lockport Assembly Co., 
363 Maple St., Lockport, NY 14094, 716/433-3536. 


Yo for Good Grades 


And Win a Free Subscription 


Are yo-yoers better students? We asked that question in our 
Sept.-Oct. issue and invited our younger readers to send us 
photocopies of their report cards. A few did—and were they 
ever impressive! One 6th grader had 5 “A’s” and 2 “B’s” on her 
report card. Others had equally impressive grades. 

We did not, however, receive enough report cards to come 
to a documentable conclusion. 

Therefore, we are giving you another chance to send us a 
copy of your report card—and we’re making you an offer you 
can’t refuse. 

Send us your latest report card, plus send us a copy of an 
older report card from before you began yo-yoing. 

The reader who sends us a report card with the highest 
grade point average will receive a free one-year’s subscription. 
But that’s not all! 

All report cards received—good or bad—will be put into a 
box and a second winner’s name will be selected at random. 
This winner will also receive a free year’s subscription. 

If you send us two report cards (a current one and an older 
one), you will have two chances to win. 

The drawing is open to all students through 12th grade. 
Winners’ names will be published in an upcoming issue of 
Yo-Yo Times. 


Be sure to put your address on your report card. 

But, wait! There’s more! 

You have a third opportunity to win a year’s subscription. 
On the back of the copy of your report card (or on a separate 
sheet of paper), write your answer to this question: “Students 
who yo-yo do better in school because....“* Write as short or as 
long as you like. The best answer will receive a free subscrip- 
tion, also. 

Furthermore, everyone whose answer is judged clever, 
original or convincing enough to be printed in Yo-Yo Times will 
receive a four-month’s extension on their subscription. 

Deadline for entries is January 31, 1989. Send your report 
cards (photocopies only, please) to: Yo-Yoing Students’ Con- 
test, Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 3190, Oakton, VA 22124. 

Be sure to put your name, address, grade and phone number 
on all entries. All entries become the property of Yo-Yo Times. 
None can be returned. 


“The World on a String” Reprinted 


The long-awaited reappearance of Helane Zeiger’s 
monumental book of yo-yoing, The World on a String, first 
published in 1979, will be available once again in late Novem- 
ber. The expanded edition includes every word and picture of 
the original book plus a new chapter by Tom Kuhn, who is also 
the publisher of the book through his company, T.K. Yoyos Ltd. 
(2383 California St., San Francisco, CA 94115, 415/921-8138). 

You can order a single book for $12, or five books for $50. 
The book is also available in a combination offer with an 
autographed Smo-Bro laser-carved yo-yo in a velour pouch for 
$30. Also, the book and a 3-in-1 No Jive ($18 value alone) are 
available for $25. Add $2.50 shipping and handling on all or- 
ders. 


A Yo-Yo in the White House 


Just what this country needs: A yo-yo in the White House. 


And the Smothers Brothers are the ones who plan to put it there. 


They will be visiting President Ronald Reagan sometime in 
November in their role as national chairpersons of the 
Christmas Seal campaign. 

“We'll be presenting him with a Christmas Seal, and we’re 
also going to give him an official Yo-Yo Man yo-yo,” Tom 
Smothers told YYT. 


YO-YO TIMES ™ newsletter 
is published bi-monthly by: 


Creative Communications Inc. 
P.O. Box 3190 

Oakton, VA 22124 
703/758-YOYO or 703/648-9060 


©1988 by Creative Communications Inc, All rights 
reserved. For information on reproduction of any part 
of this issue, please contact us at the address above. 


ISSN 0897-7704 


Editor & Publisher: Stuart F. Crump Jr. 
(‘Professor Yo- Yo”) 


Managing Editor: John L. Crump 


Subscriptions: $12 per year (U.S. dollars only) 
Foreign subscribers add $6/year for postage 


Hummingbird™ Ma typeNsMollan 


World's Premier 
Wooden 
Trick YoYos 


Hummingbird Toy Company, Ltd. 
32 Water Street - P.O. Box 276 Arcade, New York 14009 


e Anew yo-yo manufacturer we heard from just as we 
were going to press: Bird in Hand Yo-Yos, 847 W. Fifth St., 
Chico, CA 95928, 916/893-0545. Owner Bob Malowney tells 
us he produces and sells a line of hardwood, “exquisitely 
painted, dynamically balanced” one-piece yo-yos. Price: $8 
apiece, or $15 for two, plus $1.75 shipping and handling. Watch 
for more details in our next issue. 

e Looking fora source of inexpensive, good quality 
wooden yo-yos? Charles Matthews has invented a machine that 
turns out yo-yos in quantities, using a proprietary design. He 
does not market yo-yos; he only makes them for others. “I can 
make them anyway you want them,” he told us. A custom cutter 
will cost about $250 to craft, or he can make them in the shape 
of his standard cutter. The hard rock maple yo-yos come in four 
colors: natural, red, white and blue. In lots of 500, the cost is 
about $1.50 per yo-yo. He sent us a couple of samples, which 
we are happy to report play quite well. Contact Matthews at 
Kentucky Impressions, P.O. Box 16348, Louisville, KY 
40216, 502/778-7377. 

e@ Edward “Fast Eddy” McDonald has left his position as 
retail merchandise manager at Canada Games (see story, Yo-Yo 
Times, July-Aug. 1988, p.8) and is starting his own yo-yo 
promotion company, offering his services as a demonstrator 
and marketer. You can get in touch with him at 2063 Islington 
Ave., #323, Toronto, Ontario M9P 3J5, 416/244-5491. 

e@ Tom Parks, who is the demonstrator on Duncan’s Yo-Yo 
Video (see story in this issue), loves to talk to fellow yo-yoers. 
However, he asks that if you want to get in touch with him, 
please do so by letter rather than by telephone. He’s a working 
man, and he’s received numerous calls at the high school where 
he is a guidance counselor—and much as he loves to visit with 
you, he can’t afford the time away from his job. Also, he’d ap- 
preciate it if you wouldn’t call him and leave a message on his 
machine at home and then expect him to pay the long-distance 
bill to return your call. He’s the kind of person who gives freely 
of his time and advice, but it’s starting to cost him more than he 
can afford! Give him a break! Write to him instead, at 240 Far- 
ber Dr., West Babylon, NY 11704. 

e Tom Smothers and George Malko (the author of the un- 
fortunately out-of-print The One and Only Yo-Yo Book) are still 
pursuing the idea of producing a yo-yo movie (see story in the 
first issue of YYT). Story line and approach will possibly 
“present the story ofa yo-yo man,” Malko told YYT. “We both 
want it to include and to celebrate the incredible history of the 
yo-yo....We want something that will hook your heart and hold 
you emotionally, with both comedy and strong feelings in it,” 
he said. “These things take a long time, particularly in the 
beginning, but we’ve started. We’re trying to find just the right 
kind of story.” Tom Smothers confirmed that he is still inter- 
ested in making the movie but added that “my full attention is 
on the show right now.” 
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LETTERS 


Answers and Questions 
Dear Yoing Writers: 

The Amazing Yo-Yo Book by Ross R. Olney, was published 
in 1980 by Lothrop Lee and Shepard Books, a division of Wil- 
liam Morrow and Co. Inc., 105 Madison Ave., New York, NY 
10016. George Humphreys, the “King of the String,” is the 
demonstrator in this book. Where is he now? 

I recently attended the Smothers Brothers performance at 
Melody Fair. I bought a Smo-Bro Yo-Yo, which Iam very 
pleased with. I got Tom and Dick’s autograph and, while get- 
ting Tom’s, asked him if he got Yo-Yo Times. He said “Yes!” and 
whipped his head up from signing. He was also surprised that 
my two friends who were with me, Joey and Derek, and I all 
had No-Jives! Plus we live in Canada, EH? 

Will someone please manufacture a rubber rim/shield for 
the yo-yo halves? Something to slip on like a ring over each 
side to avoid scratches and to permit me to “walk the dog” easi- 
ly ona floor. My No-Jive is butchered beyond help. 

Will a distributor for Duncan close to Canada send me an 
order form? I don’t need $100 minimum worth of Duncans 
straight from the plant. 

Ryan Feeley 
Fonthill, Ontario 


[Any Duncan distributor wanting to take Ryan up on his 
offer, contact us and we'll give you his address. Also, the rubber 
shield sounds like a great idea. We’ Il buy it ourselves!] 

The Yo-Bros 
To the Editor: 

My compliments on your newsletter. When I first opened it 
up, I thought, “This is for me!” 

One thing I would like to know is if there are any organiza- 
tions that you know of for a yo-yo group? J belong to a group of 
friends who call themselves the “Yo-Bros.” We would like to 
participate in an organization very much. 

Speaking on behalf of the Yo-Bros, we would appreciate 
any information. 

Scott Stoneback 
Pacifica, CA 


[Scott, why don’t you start an organization yourself? We’ ll 
be happy to publicize it to other yo-yoers among our reader- 
ship.] 

Quite a Challange 
To the Editor: 

We are thrilled to be a part your new newsletter. My son, 
Marc, was challenged by his grandmother to be able to “make 
the yo-yo go” and won five Canadian silver dollars upon com- 
pletion. 

Hc has carried on and now enjoys his new-found talent. He 
started at age 7 and now at 11 can complete all the basic tricks 
shown by Tom Kuhn on “The Smothers Brothers” show. 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK $9.95 
A complete compendium of 
_ yo-yo tricks and history. 
9 Everything from Rock-the- 
/ Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
all here: 83 pages lavishly 


/ illustrated, photographed, and 
/ packaged with our own maple wood 
/ yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 


/ catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 


~ Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. Y 
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There are not many people in this area who know how to yo- 
yO, SO it is especially nice to receive your newsletter and see the 
Yo-Yo Man on TV. . 

May the state of yo flourish in all our lives! 

Jane Lamothe 

Lennoxville, Quebec, Canada 
Are You Out There, Be-Be? 
To the Editor: 

I have been looking for a guy by the name of “Be-Be.” He 
covered the world teaching every yo-yo trick known. I have a 
16mm film of him in action. Several years ago, I saw a film of 
him on television demonstrating the yo-yo in Japan. 

If you or any of your readers have his address, please send it 
to me. 

I love your newsletter! 

Virginia S. Baker, Director 
Dept. of Recreations & Parks 
Office of Adventures in Fun 
Baltimore Recreation Pier 
1715 Thames St. 

Baltimore, MD 21231 


[Can any readers help out?] 


Boomerangs, Too 
To the Editor: 

I’m excited to learn that there is a yo-yo publication. With 
the fantastic TV exposure via Tom Smothers, I had been think- 
ing that the yo-yo ought to be coming back. I had been wanting 
to offer yo-yos in my boomerang catalog, but had no idea there 
were good makers and suppliers. Thanks to your publication, 
I’m now getting the info I need, and I do plan on marketing yo- 
yos this fall. 

Richard Harrison 
The Boomerang Man 
1806 N. Third 
Monroe, LA71201 


[Rich: Welcome to the world of yo-yoing! We used to play 
around with boomerangs, too, when we were kids, but never got 
very good at it.Do you suppose it's too late to learn?] 


Old Yo-Yos Wanted 
To the Editor: 
Do you have the address of anyone selling old yo’s? Old 
velvet or wooden Duncans, to name a few. 
AX3 Thomas T. Mix 
USS Midway (CV-41) 
AIMD, IM-3, Shop 3 
FPO San Francisco, CA 96631 


(Can anyone help out reader Mix? Send us your address, 
too. We’ ll print it in the newsletter, if you wish, so that other 
readers can contact you, too.] 

Most Difficult Trick 
To the Editor: 

While looking through The Guiness Book of World 
Records, I came upon a section on the yo-yo. Two questions: 

(1) The article says the most difficult trick in the world is 
the “whirlwind,” which it says “incorporates both inside and 
outside loop-the-loops.” Can anyone, even Dan Volk, do this 
trick? I’ve never seen it done. 

(2) The next paragraph says, “Dr. Allen Bussey of Waco, 
TX, did 20,302 loops in 3 hours using a Duncan Imperial anda 
34 1/2 inch nylon string.” How is this possible, even with this 
string? Was there some swivel device on the string? 

“Vo” pal, 
Wendell Mullins 
Virginia Beach, VA 


[ Wendell, we don’t know the answer to either question. Any 
readers who can help out? We’ Il be writing directly to the Gui- 
ness Book for the latest.] 


A Better Habit 
To the Editor: 
Afew months ago I gave up a long-time tobacco habit. A 
few days later I bought my first yo-yo, a Duncan Imperial. 
Since then I’ve graduated to a wooden yo-yo (a Tom Kuhn 
model) and the grand master tricks I thought impossible just a 
few months ago. 
Ino longer miss that old habit, and I’ve found that a yo fits 
that same worn circle in the hip pocket of my blue jeans. 
Nowadays, a yo is all it takes. 
Rob Lynch 
Beeville, TX 


Back to the Past 


To the Editor: 

It was in about 1932, on Kansas Avenue in downtown 
Topeka, Kansas, in front of the Woolworth (or was it Kresges?) 
$§&10-cent Store. 

There were the Filipino young men, with their flowery 
shirts and the hand-carved Duncan yo-yos, showing the eager 
crewd of youths how to do all of the tricks. 

There were the contests that required the yo-yo to come 
back to the palm of the hand and, unlike the Yo-Yo Man on the 
Smothers Brothers Show, no “between trick” throws were al- 
lowed to tighten up the coiled string. 

There was a White Duncan sweater for the winner of the 
contests (who, indeed, often survived in a loop-the-loop-off) 
and the three finalists received one of those elegantly carved yo- 
yos—palm trees and such. 

Whata fun memory to have. 

I’m so glad my wife bought the Yomega for me for Father’s 
Day. 

On vacation recently I toyed with my brainy Yomega and 
several times caught sight of wide-eyed admiration of children 
and “I wish I had one of those” glances from oldsters like me 
(age 63). 


Here’s to your state of yo! 
Myron McNown 
Fairway, KS 
End His Isolation! 
To the Editor: 


I have been throwing a yo-yo for nearly 5 years now and 
practice faithfully daily. The practice shows, and many people 
who have seen me throw my yo-yo say that they have never 
seen anyone any better. 

I throw 8-second sleepers repeatedly, 7-second reverse 
sleepers, “lindy loops,” “rock the baby on the trapeze” anda 
whole slew of tricks I developed on my own that are too compli- 
cated to easily describe. 

My problem is that since I have seen no one as good as Iam 
for several years, I have no idea how good I am or what is ac- 
tually possible with a yo-yo. Asa result of being isolated, I have 
failed to learn many simple tricks. Only recently I discovered a 
whole set of string tricks that I have had the talent to do for 
several years only never thought of before. 


AD-\ », aeouconn 


Use these fun calling cards to promote your business, 
organization, social event, or yourself! 

Ad-Yo’s offer a full 13/4" circle of advertising 
space while creating fun and challenge! 
* White, high-impact plastic 
¢ Attached string 
* Your logo hot stamped on 

vinyl colored discs. 
Choose from a variety of colors. 
Minimum order 250. 


Call for details! 


(602) 623-9981 


Obviously I would benefit by meeting other yo-yo throwers 
of equal or better quality. Please print this letter with my ad- 
dress so that any high quality yo-yo thrower may contact me. I 
would be willing to travel throughout New England if there 
were a possibility of meeting a very serious yo-yo thrower. 

Also, I would like to see a listing of any yo-yo competitions 
your readers may be interested in. It would benefit the hobby, 


you, and me. 
Bill Alton 


124 Cabot St. 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 


Where to Get Those Books? 
To the Editor: 

Let me compliment you on an excellent newsletter. As an 
avid yoer (of 5 years), I appreciate greatly what you have done 
for our under-publicized pastime. 

The reason I am writing this letter is to ask you a favor. Iam 
a high school senior and am active in speech. I thought, fora 
twist this year, I would do an informative speech on the history 
and everything else about yo-yos that makes them so interest- 
ing. 

That’s where I ran into a problem. I cannot find any books 
dealing with the subject of yo-yos. I was hoping you could send 
me a listing of all books pertaining to yo-yos that you know of 
along with their publishers’ names and addresses. 

Jim Kleinschmit 

Hartington, NE 


[The only book in print at the present time is The Klutz Yo- 
Yo Book by John Cassidy, See the ad in this issue. Also, Tom 
Kuhn is bringing Helane Zeiger's book, The World ona String, 
back into print in time for Christmas. See the story elsewhere in 
this issue. The Duncan trick book is available for $1 directly 
from Duncan Toys Inc., 801 Lynn Ave., Baraboo, WI 53913. 
Our Canadian readers can find The Official Yo- Yo Trick Book, 
in their local toy stores for $1.49-$1 59 (Canadian), or write to 
Canada Games Company Ltd., 61 Wildcat Rd., Downsview, On- 
tario, Canada M3J 2P5, 416/661-6203. Other books are—at 
the present time—available only at the library (check the card 
catalog). If there’s enough demand for them, we’ d like to bring 
a few of those old books back into print. Also, the editor is work- 
ing on a new book that will be totally unlike anything else that's 
ever been written on the subject. We'll give you details as soon 
as the publication date approaches. Do any readers know of 
any other books that are available? ] 


Jugglers, Too 
To the Editor: 

My primary interest is juggling, but I’ve been into yo-yos 
for years, I still have a Duncan Wooden Butterfly, 

This summer I taught a yo-yo workshop at the International 
Jugglers Association’s National Convention. Over 40 people at- 
tended. I plan to do the same thing next year. I’1] write more 


soon. 
Paul Pyrpie 
Ann Arbor, MI 


[Paul: Please do write. We’ d like to hear more about your 
teaching methods. Also, what can yo-yoers learn from jug- 
glers?] 


Send Us Your Letters and Articles 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, new tricks, 
etc. Please include your phone number with all letters, articles, 
etc. so we can get back to you if we have questions, 

If you want us to print your complete address, please say so 
(as we did with Bill Alton above). Otherwise, we will print only 
your name and city/state. 
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TRICKS 


Keep on Sending Those New Tricks 


Since we first asked for new tricks two issues ago, we’ ve 
been inundated! Such a creative lot, these yo-yoers are. 

We'd love to print every single trick, but space just won’t 
allow it. So, instead, we have an even better idea. We will print 
as many tricks as we can in the newsletter. Meanwhile, we’re 
collecting the best of all the tricks submitted for a new book of 
yo-yo tricks. 

Now, here’s the offer you can’t refuse: Send us your tricks. 
If we use your trick in the newsletter, you’ll receive a 6-month 
extension-on your subscription to Yo-Yo Times. If your trick is 
selected “Trick of the Month,” you get a free year’s subscrip- 
tion or we’ll extend your current subscription. 

And, if your trick is printed in our new book, you get a free 
copy of the book—personally autographed to you by the editor, 
Professor Yo-Yo. 

For the record (and to protect us as well as you), all tricks 
submitted become the property of Yo-Yo Times. You will, of 
course, receive full credit and recognition in print for your trick. 

A hint: You may have noticed that all of the tricks we’ ve 
published in this as well as the previous two issues are not il- 
lustrated. Because of the tightness of space in the newsletter, 
we expect to concentrate primarily on tricks that do not require 
photos or sketches. 

However, there will be plenty of room for photos and 
sketches in the book. So, feel free to send tricks with or without 
illustrations. 


Rope Tricks 


Skipping Rope 

This one’s extremely hard. Do “hop the fence” with both 
hands—similar to “milk the cow”—except rotate each yo-yo in 
an Opposite direction and out to the side. The left hand yo-yo 
should rotate counter clockwise; the right hand, clockwise. 

If you really want to heighten the effect, hop in time with 
the yo-yos’ motion just as if you were, indeed, skipping rope. 

This trick comes to us from Dan Volk, who told us he 
learned it from Jose Gerald in Columbia—the country. 


Jump Rope 
(from Adam H. Omansky, Baltimore, Md.) 


If “skipping rope” is a little more difficult than you can do 
at the present time, here’s an easier trick. 

1. Throw a fast sleeper. 

2. Using the first finger of your left hand, hook the yo-yo 
string around 3/4 of the way down. 

3. Move the other hand level with your first hand, creating 
an arch hanging down, or “jump rope.” 


Trick of the Month: 
Star of Bethlehem (or, the Nativity) 


Dennis Lesley, “Captain Yo-Yo,” Birmingham, AL 
This is a good one for Christmas. 


Throw a “sleeping beauty.” Hold the string with the 
thumb and index finger of your free hand about 3 inches 
above the yo-yo. 

With your yo-yo hand, make a one-handed star. This 
is the Star of Bethlehem, with the “sleeping beauty” rep- 
resenting the sleeping child. (For Jewish yo-ists, I’m 
working on a “Star of David.”) 
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4. Swing the arch around the sleeping yo-yo as many times 
as possible. 

Note that a twist will occur between the first finger hook 
and the string. The twist will pull out when you drop the yo-yo. 


Two More Tricks from Captain Yo-Yo 


Dennis Lesley, Birmingham, AL 
Flight of the Bumblebee 

_ Start with a breakaway. Catch the string with your index 
finger as if you are doing “man on the flying trapeze.” 

Let the string wrap around your finger in smaller and 
smaller circles as you wave your index finger in a large circular 
motion in front of you. 

_ Just before the string wraps all the way around your index 
finger, let it slip off the end of your finger. 

The yo-yo coming off your index finger will move in an arc 
across your body (like a breakaway), where you can recover it. 
The Charlie Chaplin 

Start off by throwing a “breakaway” and catching the string 
with the free hand to form a pinwheel. Lower your pivot hand 
down to your waist. 

With the “pinwheel” spinning at your side like a cane, doa 
little shuffle with your feet like Charlie Chaplin. 


Beyond “Walk the Dog” 


Lassie, Come Home 


Dan Volk showed us this one. He said he learned it from 
“Fast Eddie” McDonald. It’s a “smart dog” variation of “walk 
the dog.” It is best performed at the time you are putting ona 
new string, or you can keep a second yo-yo in your pocket 
properly tuned up and ready to go. 

Take the string completely off your yo-yo. Rewind the 
string around the axle, except do not put the loop around the 
axle. 

Hold the yo-yo in your hand as if you are going to throw a 
forward pass. Throw the pass, tossing the yo-yo as far out in 
front of you as possible. Because the yo-yo is not attached to 
the string, it will continue to fly 10 feet or more in front of you. 

If properly thrown, the yo-yo will touch down on the floor 
and pause in one spot for a few seconds. Then, as the reverse 
spin begins to take over, the yo-yo will roll back toward you. 

Just as it begins its backward roll, whistle as if calling a 
dog. Stick your hand out by the floor and catch the yo-yo, pet- 
ting it and saying something like, “Nice doggie.” 


The Runaway 


This is a variation on “Lassie Come Home.” Wind the yo- 
yo string without looping it over the axle, as above. Throw the 
yo-yo to the ground as if you were throwing a hard sleeper. 


As soon as it hits the floor, it will race off ahead of you, 
leaving you holding an empty string. 

Try to make up a funny comment or two to go along with 
this maneuver. Perhaps you could begin by saying, “Believe it 
or not, each yo-yo has a personality of its own. This one, for ex- 
ample, does not like me.” As it rolls away, you could shout after 
it, “Yeah, and I don’t like you either!” 

Another idea: “That one’s running for political office. It'll 
probably get elected, too, with all the other yo-yos in the race.” 
Runaway Variation 

This variation on the “runaway” comes to us from E] Tor- 
tuga de Kaas, who supplied so many tricks in our third issue. 

Throw a “walk the dog,” but cut the string, letting the yo-yo 
run off. Make a comy remark like, “You would run away if 
someone cut your string loose.” You can also do this as a varia- 
tion on “walk the cat® (described in our July-August issue). 
This trick does cost you a string, so it should be used as a finale. 


Yo Tricks in Outer Space 
by “Dr. Yo,” Tom Kuhn 


Now that the Space Shuttle is back on track, astronauts will 
be interested in details of yo-yoing in the gravity-less environ- 
ment. 

I’ve been in contact for 3 years with Don Pettit, a research 
engincer at the Los Alamos National Laboratory in New 
Mexico. He routinely flies in the zero-g KC-135 planes, and 
has frequently taken yo-yos on board with him to run tests in 
his free time on these flights. He believes yo-yos would be im- 
portant morale boosters on long manned space flights. 

As astronaut David Griggs discovered on flight 51-D of the 
space shuttle in April 1985, yo-yos do not seem to want to 
“sleep” in space. To get around this problem, Pettit has dis- 
covered a way to make them—f not sleep—at least “snooze.” 
“The snoozer” is innovative and esoteric, and I nominate it for 
“Og Trick of the Month.” 

“To throw the snoozer,” Pettit writes, “throw out the yo as 
usual for Og (see below). Before the yo reaches the end of the 
_ String, accelerate your hand slowly backward in a straight line 
away from the yo. This action gives a small g force, allowing 
the yo to ‘snooze’ for a second or two until your arm reaches 
the limit of travel and the yo rolls back.” 


The Newest One Piece 
Wooden Yo-Yo 


¢ dynamically balanced 
* tournament quality 
* spectacular finishes 


¢ rhinestone & hologram finishes 
* private labeling available 
¢ made in the USA 


American Spinners 
57 Willowbrook Bivd. Suite 406 
Wayne, NJ 07470 
201-785-8100 

Ask for Bill Cress 


YOMEGA— 
THE YO-YO WITH A BRAIN® 


Executive edition—black watchcase, Brass 


plated ball bearings and springs, clear clutch. 
To order send $19.95 each 
plus $2 shipping and handling to: 
Yomega Corp., 1641 N. Main St., Fall River, MA 02720 
(Mass. residents add 5% sales tax) 


“Og” stands for “avoid the g bonk.” Ina letter I received 
from Pettit in 1985, he discourses on this aspect of Og yo-yo 
dynamics. “First off,” he writes, “the yo-yo will not sleep in 
zero gravity. Try as you might, the yo-yo goes out, jerks slightly 
on the end and comes right back. I have tried various axles and 
string tightness. I even made one configuration so sleepy on 
Earth it wouldn’t come back, but it still wouldn’t sleep in Og. 
Apparently the yo-yo needs a slight Mg force found in a gravita- 
tional potential in order to sleep. 

“In Og, a yo-yo will go out and come back, every direction 
the same as the rest. If thrown hard, the yo-yo spins out, snaps 
on the end and flies back faster than the string can wind up, 
giving you a face full of flying yo-yo and tangled string. I refer 
to this as the ‘g bonk.’ 

If you have an idea for a zero-g trick, write to Don Pettit at 
Los Alamos National Laboratory, MS P952, Los Alamos, NM 
87545. 


Playing the Yo-Yo Name Game 


Last issue we suggested that you might want to come up 
with your own yo-yo stage name. Our name is “Professor Yo- 
Yo.” 


Readers liked the idea and began almost immediately send- 

ing us their names for publishing in Yo-Yo Times. Here area 
Cw: 

Captain Yo-Yo (Dennis Lesley, Birmingham, AL), Captain 
Yo (Don Watson, Calistoga, CA), The Yoster (Eric Richardson, 
Bradenton, FL), The Yo-Yo Illusionist (Scott Musgrave, 
Raleigh, NC), The Yo-Yo Prince (Brian McGrath, Richford, 
VT), The Duke of Yo (Robert Baybrook, Richford, VT), The 
Yo-Yo Princess (Jennifer Baybrook, Richford, VT), Yogi (Bob 
Malowney, Chico, CA) 


Tom Now Uses A Yo-Yo Man Yo-Yoon 
His Show 


Last month we reported (in the letters section) that Tom 
Smothers has been using a Tom Kuhn No-Jive Yo-Yo on the 
Smothers Brothers television show. 

”T’m using the Yo-Yo Man yo-yo now,” Tom Smothers told 
us. He has also used his No-Jive for some tricks. He puts it 
together in the “butterfly” configuration “for the string tricks,” 
he said, because “it’s easier to catch on the string.” 
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PROFESSOR YO-YO SAYS... 


Yo-Yoers are More Creative 


‘4 I’m still working on this theory, but I think I have the basics 
own. 

I believe that yo-yoing helps stimulate your creative 
abilities, 

First and foremost, yo-yoing is fun, and the best ideas come 
to us while we are having fun. 

I speak frequently on the topic, “How to Be More Produc- 
tive on the Road,” and one of the questions I ask in the middle 
of the talk is, “Where do you get your best ideas?” The 
audience shouts out answers such as “driving,” “showering,” 
“walking,” “jogging,” “sleeping” and so on. In the dozens of 
times I have given that talk, no one has ever said, “In the of- 
fice.” Offices represent “work”—and ideas simply do not come 
to us freely while we are “working.” 

Instead, they seem to flow most freely during “play,” which 
I define as “freely structured physical exercise or other fun ac- 
tivity that requires sufficient attention so that I can leave all 
thought of the office behind while I am playing.” 

This playful frame of mind relaxes me—and stimulates my 
creative juices. This theory is not one that I have developed; it’s 
been known for years. 

Since play stimulates creative thought, yo-yo play may, 
in fact, be the most effective creativity-stimulating play of all. 
Why? 

Most types of play require you to go through a ritual before 
you can begin them. You have to put on your tennis clothes to 
play tennis, change to your shorts and sweats before you can 
jog, put on your swimsuit to swim, and so forth. 

Yo-yoing is one of the few forms of play that you can carry 
the props with you everywhere you go. The yo-yo is so small it 
fits comfortably in pocket or purse. It’s a solo activity; you can 
do it all by yourself, or you can do it with a friend, if you prefer. 

As I say in my speech, “I consider my yo-yo a vital part of 
my ‘portable office.’ If you are going to work everywhere, you 
have to carry your recreation with you, too, to give you the op- 
portunity to relax and take your mind off your work ona 
moment's notice.” 

Also, a vigorous session of yo-yoing helps relieve tension— 
and a tense mind cannot think clearly. 

YO-yoers are creative people! 

—S.C. 


Toe 


It’s Not the Heat... 


...it’s the humidity. Tom Smothers performs his Yo-Yo Man 
routine on an almost nightly basis at outdoor theaters during the 
summer and finds that the humidity in the air makes some of 
the more intricate string tricks almost impossible to perform. 
“At one show, the darned humidity was so high that the strings 
swelled right up,” he told us. “I couldn’t do the ‘brain twister,’ 
‘shoot the moon’ or ‘loop the loop.’ 

“Tt just starts to grab. One of the philosophies of yo is that 
you don’t quit because you always get a second chance. But 
when we went into our final number that night, it was a 
nightmare.” 

Tom’s solution is simple. Get a zip-lock plastic bag and 
store one or more yo-yos in it. Also put in little packets of silica 
gel, which absorbs humidity out of the air and keeps the con- 
tents dry. Then pull out a dry yo-yo just before performing the 
difficult tricks. 
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Toy Museum Plans Yo-Yo Month 


The San Francisco Toy Museum at the Cannery is planning 
a Yo-Yo Month sometime next spring or summer, museum 
director Stevanne Auerbach tells us. She is in the process of 
lining up sponsorship with one or more yo-yo companies. If 
your company would like to participate as a sponsor, or if you 
have a talent (such as yo-yo skill) to contribute during the 
month, get in touch with her. The museum is located near 
Fisherman’s Wharf at the Cannery (2801 Leavenworth St., San 
Francisco, CA 94133, phone 415/441-TOYS.) Hours are Tues- 
day through Saturday, 10-6; Sunday 11-5. Closed Mondays. 


Traveling Exhibit Moves On 


“Tops,” a traveling exhibit that is currently touring the 
country and which features a hands-on demonstration of the 
scientific principles of the yo-yo, will be at the Oregon 
Museum of Science and Industry in Portland and the Evansville 
(Indiana) Museum of Arts and Science from Dec. 17 through 
Feb. 12. It will next move to the Austin (TX) Children’s 
Museum and the Georgia Southern Museum, Statesboro, GA, 
from March 4 through April 30, 1989. 

The exhibit was developed by and first appeared at the Bos- 
ton Children’s Museum. The Association of Science-Technol- 
ogy Centers in Washington, D.C., is managing the tours of two 
similar exhibits. 


Send Us Clips from Your Local Paper 


Has your local newspaper written a story about the yo-yo? 
If so, please send us a copy of the article for our collection. 

If the paper hasn’t yet written about the return of the yo-yo, 
go visit the editor. Maybe they’ll write a story and put your pic- 
ture in it! 

Make it fun. Try to find an editor or a reporter at the paper 
who used to play with yo-yos when they were kids; you’ll find 
a more willing reception. 

One more tip: Time your visit properly. Do not go in at 
deadline time. Be sure to show up after the paper has gone to 
press for that day or that week. 


SUSCRIBE TODAY 
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